Year 9 Guided Subjects 2021
Guided Subject Information Booklet for
Parents/ Carers and students

Contents

Welcome and Introduction
Key Contacts
Introduction to Key Stage 4

Guided Subjects / Guided subjects – How do I decide?
Supporting the students with decision making

Pathways
The English Baccalaureate
Guided Subjects Blocks
Application Process and Example
Frequently asked Questions
Accessing Further Information
Event and Application Information

Welcome and Introduction
Welcome to Brixham College’s Guided Subject Booklet for 2021
This booklet included information for parents and students in Year 9 as they prepare to begin their Year
10-11 learning journey. We hope you will find the details informative outlining the core subjects which
students must study along with the Guided Subjects where students have opportunity to make their
own choices following advice and guidance.
Our curriculum is designed to be ambitious to meet the needs of all of our learners, allowing them to
be successful in learning and successful in life.
In addition to reading the information in this booklet, we would strongly encourage your son/ daughter
to consult with the Tutor/ Teachers so that the fullest possible information is available before making
decisions about courses. Please not hesitate to contact the Tutor for advice and guidance with selecting
an appropriate pathway.
We will provide as much advice and guidance as possible to you and your parents/carers. It is important
you read all information available so that you fully understand the requirements of the courses. This is
an extremely important time of Year for our Year 9 students and you have our full support in working
together on this process.
Please do make appointments at the Virtual Guided Subject Information Evening on Thursday 25th
February to find out more about the Guided Subjects. There is also a separate booklet called ‘Guided
Subject Overviews’ which will provide detailed information on all of the courses available.
The booklet refers to the application process. This will not open until Thursday 18 th March, after the
Year 9 Parent Partnership Evening. The application form will be accessed via a link through email,
parents will receive this on the 18th March. Applications need to be returned by Tuesday 23rd March.
The following pages offer further clarification about Key Stage 4 and the Guided Subject process.
Should you require further guidance at any point during the process, please do not hesitate to contact
the Pastoral Team or myself.

Mrs T Hale
Vice Principal Quality of Education

Key Contacts

For anything relating to the Guided Subject Process
Role

Name

email

Year 9 Tutor

Mrs Charles

Vcharles@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Miss Stinton

Mstinton@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Mr Darlington

pdarlington@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Mr Hardman

ghardman@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Miss Lakeman

llakeman@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Mr Rubensaat

rrubensaat@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Mrs Southcombe

lsouthcombe@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Tutor

Mr Wordsworth

awordsworth@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year

Mr S Squires

squires@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Vice Principal

Mrs T Hale

thale@brixhamcollege.co.uk

For specific ‘Next Steps’ Advice and Guidance
Head of 6th Form

Mr J Haines

jhaines@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Assistant Principal
Careers

Mrs L Aston

laston@brixhamcollege.co.uk

SENco mainstream

Mrs S Lander

slander@brixhamcollege.co.uk

SENco ASC

Mrs C Beswetherick

cbeswetherick@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Introduction to Key Stage 4
Key stage 4 consists of Year 10 and 11 and is made up of 3 elements at Brixham College:
•
•

The Core (The compulsory Curriculum)
Guided Subject ( Some highlighted to indicate English Baccalaureate subjects. This will be further
explained)

Key Stage 4 – The Core (Compulsory Curriculum)
English Language
English Literature

Mathematics

Science
(Double Award)

Values
P&E / PSHEE
PE

30
hours

Guided Subject 2

Guided Subject 3

Guided Subject 4

20
hours

Guided Subjects
Guided Subject 1

Guided Subjects
Students have a wide range of Guided subjects to choose from to complement the core subjects, to
allow students to follow subjects they are most interested in an enjoy. Some of the subjects are
GCSE subjects and some are vocational subjects. All staff will provide thorough advice and
guidance to ensure that students ate comfortable with their two year journey which will lead to
academic success. GCSE subjects are typically examination based subjects at the end of Year 11.
BTEC and Vocational subjects are mainly coursework based subjects, where assignments are
completed throughout the course. There is also an exam element in the coursework subjects.
The colours represent the type of qualification:
Note: EBacc explained in Pathway section
Examination subjects

Coursework and Examination

Coursework with
Examinations

Computer Science (EBacc)

Photography

Child Development

French (EBacc)

Art / Textiles

Sport

Geography (EBacc)

Catering

Travel and Tourism

History (EBacc)

3D Design

Health and Social Care

Spanish (EBacc)

Music

Business Studies

Animal Care

Philosophy & Ethics
Sociology

Guided Subjects – How do I select appropriate subjects?
Subjects studied should be wide ranging and balanced. Current employment trends would advise young people
to not singularly qualify for the job they want, but to qualify for as many jobs as they can.
To ensure a balanced selection, students should look carefully at the information about the courses on offer,
taking particular notice of the demands of each course. Whilst there is flexibility within the Guided Subject offer
we will ensure students follow appropriate pathways which will enable them to have a good progression route
for the next stage of their life at Brixham College and beyond.
Students have engaged in the ‘Explore and Research’ booklet which they have hopefully shared with you.
Students have been asked to explore and research careers, education, training and employment. It is important
students reflect on their ‘Personal profile’ and future aspirations as part of determining their Guided Subject
preferences.
Students have been encouraged to ask as many questions as possible in preparation for this decision.

Supporting the students with decision making
It is important we all play our part in supporting the child with making appropriate decisions. It is quite normal at
this stage for young people not be 100% sure of what they want to study or what they want to be in the future.
It is therefore really important to listen to those around you as well to inform decision making.

Signposting
Career pilot
Student
questionnaire
Students Explore and
Research booklet
Tutor Support
Follow up signposting
where required.
This is an important stage of the process, understanding what the students is good at, interested in
are important factors when narrowing down subjects you want to continue in, or explore.
Understanding the requirements of each course will be very important in enabling you to make
informed decisions. Please see the ‘Guided Subject overview’ booklet to glean further information
on courses.

Pathways to Success
The below gives a very broad indication of the kind of pathway a student may follow. Inevitably, through the
application process students will have a blend of pathways, but may lean towards a course preference. This
will be very much based on their individual strengths and interests, following advice and guidance.
The pathways provide some indication of potential Post 16 pathways. Again, these are very broad
indications of potential progression routes. It must be stressed that no one pathway is better than another.
It is important when coming to a decision on Guided Subjects that a broad and balanced approach is taken,
and a mixture of GCSE and Vocational subjects can be appropriate for many.

6th Form or other Provider
Level 3 Pathway

6th Form or other provider
Level 3 course or A Levels

6th Form or other provider
A Levels (Level 3 Course)

The English Baccalaureate
The EBacc (English Baccalaureate) is an award which
supports students to study a broad and balanced curriculum
involving specific GCSEs that are recognised by top
Universities as qualifications which hold high academic
status. Whilst we do not prescribe specific pathways for
students to follow, many students may want to study EBacc
subjects. In order to achieve the award, students will need
to gain a grade 5-9 in the following:

English

Mathematics

Science

Geography

French

OR

OR

History

Spanish

• English, Maths and Science ( Science can Include
Computer Science)
• History OR Geography
• French OR Spanish
It is strongly recommended that students with aspiration for
A Level and University pathways follow the English
Baccalaureate. It is also worth considering for all students
who have demonstrated the aptitude to achieve grade 5 in
all of these subject areas.

Guided Subject Blocks
We have distributed Guided Subjects into 4 blocks to provide a broad and balanced curriculum
offer for all of our learners. Students will be asked to select One preference from each block.
These are Coursework Subjects – These are BTEC and Vocational Qualifications

Examination and Coursework subjects – These are GCSE subjects
Examination Subjects – These are GCSE subjects
Examination Subjects ( English Baccalaureate) – These are GCSE subjects

Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D

Catering

Animal Care

Art or Textiles

Catering

Child development

Art or Textiles

Business studies

Computer Science (EBacc)

History (EBacc)

3D Design (Product)

Geography (EBacc)

3D Design (Product)

Photography

Computer Science
(Ebacc)

Health and Social Care

French

Spanish (EBacc)

History (EBacc)

History (EBacc)

Geography (EBacc)

Sociology

Spanish (EBacc)

Spanish (EBacc)

Music

Sport

Sociology

Sport

Photography

Travel & Tourism

Travel and Tourism

Philosophy & Ethics

Sport

Application Process
STEP 1 – First Preference
Students will select one subject from each block

STEP 2– Second Preference

Conditions
1.

Maximum of two blue subjects in the
pathway

2.

Maximum of two green subjects in the
pathway

3.

No restrictions on the number of purple
subjects ( most students should look to
take at least one purple subject)

Block A

Students will select a second subject from
each block
(Please indicate a purple subject in your
2nd choices if you have NOT selected one in
your first choice).

Block B

Block C

Block D

Catering

Animal Care

Art or Textiles

Catering

Child development

Art or Textiles

Business studies

Computer Science

History

3D Design (Product)

Geography

3D Design (Product)

Photography

Computer Science

Health and Social Care

French

Spanish

History

History

Geography

Sociology

Spanish

Spanish

Music

Sport

Sociology

Sport

Photography

Travel & Tourism

Travel and Tourism

Philosophy & Ethics

Sport

Frequently asked questions
Why is it necessary to choose subjects?
There are so many subjects that are available to you during secondary education that it is not possible for you to
study them all. You will need to select, with the help of your parents and teachers. Those subjects that are most
appropriate for your interests, ambition and ability.

Why do students only have 4 choices?
Some subjects are classed as Core which means that it is a statutory requirement to study them up to GCSE
level. Schools are also encouraged to ensure many students take another subject from the English Baccalaureate
to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum.

Does this mean that Guided Subjects which are not the EBacc are less important?
Absolutely not. We value all subjects as highly as each other and are particularly proud of our high achieving
practical subjects. Students are strongly recommended to use their Guided subject choices to pursue their
interests and subjects they are most passionate about. Students should also be encouraged to follow new subjects
which are interest to them, following their research and reflection o their skills and qualities.

Coursework Qualifications (BTEC or Vocational Qualifications)
BTECs and Vocational qualifications are alternative qualifications to GCSE that are equally as challenging but
offer a different approach to learning. The final qualification (If passed at Level 2) is equivalent to a pass at GCSE.
BTECs and Vocational Qualifications are available in Animal Care, Sport, Travel and Tourism, Health and Social
Care, Music and 3D Design.

What are the grading systems at GCSE and BTEC??
In 2017, the new GCSE grade system was introduced, with papers graded from 9-1 rather than A*-G. The new
numerical grades apply to all GCSE subjects. There is no exact equivalence between the old and new grades.
However, grades 7 and above are roughly equivalent to the old grades A-A*, and grades 4-6 are roughly
equivalent to the old grades C/B.

Coursework - BTEC / Vocational Grading

GCSE Equivalent

D*

D

M

P

U

8/9

7

6

4

U

What is a good balance?
The curriculum on offer should provide you with a broad an balanced and relevant set of qualifications. It may
be important to specialise in one or two subjects if you want to continue to study it them after 16.
If you are uncertain at this stage, a good place to start is making sure that you chose subjects you already have a
strong interest in.

Why do students only study 9 GCSEs?
As GCSEs have been reformed to be more challenging with more, content and increase emphasis on terminal
examinations, we believe 9 subjects is the appropriate balance for our students. This numbers would meet entry
requirements for colleges, employers or Universities, some will stipulate specific grades for entry requirements.

What about students who struggle with GCSE or equivalents?
Appropriate considerations are made at Key Stage 4 with students who have had appropriate adjustments at
Key Stage 3. We tailor the curriculum to meet the needs of our students and will speak with speak with students
and families where this is required or advised.

How do GCSE choices effect students going to 6th Form college and University?
Students will need at least grade 4 or above to be accepted into 6th Form and certain subjects will have other
specific requirements where entrance grades are higher. For further information on 6th Form subjects or
guidance please contact the Head of 6th form Mr J Haines. jhaines@brixhamcollege.co.uk

How can students ensure they are matching their GCSEs to aspirations?
Students should do as much research and take as much advice as they can. We have excellent Careers Advice
within the school and students and parents can contact Mrs L Aston to make an appointment.
laston@brixhamcollege.co.uk

What if students know what they want to do when they leave school?
They don’t need to worry about this. The guided subjects provide a firm foundation for further study so we
recommend that students focus on choosing the subjects that they enjoy and do well at as that should
ultimately lead to success.

What to avoid
•
•
•

Don’t choose a subject because your friend has chosen it – you may be placed in different groups.
Don’t choose a subject because of a teacher – you may have a different teacher.
Don’t choose a subject because you think they are an easy option – there aren’t any easy subjects, they all
require the same amount of work and effort in different ways.

Can a student change their mind?
It may be possible to change your mind in the first two weeks of starting the course but you should not expect
this to be the case. Changes would need to be agreed with Mr Squires within the first two weeks otherwise
valuable teaching time is lost and you will struggle to catch up. Changes can also only be made if there is a
place available in the subject with the student is wishing to move to.

Why is there reserve choices on the Guidance Form?
Despite our best efforts, we cannot offer infinite combinations of subjects. Sometimes student subject choices
may be a popular selection within the year group, and therefore places can be limited. Students will be asked to
provide reserve subjects, and conversations will take place where reserve subjects are required to secure the
best pathway possible.
What Criteria are used to ensure this is fair?
• Criteria 1: The Guided Subject Form was submitted by the deadline
• Criteria 2: Ensure students have selected appropriate subjects, taking in to account: Progress, Attitude to
learning, enrichment, strengths and interests, future aspirations.
• Criteria 3: Fairness in achieving first place subjects, whereby possible for all students ( Ultimately, this is
difficult to achieve across the board and is very dependent on student selection)

Please note some courses may be withdrawn if there is insufficient demand.
Please note Guided Subject blocks can also be subject to change, depending on student interest.
With this thought in mind, we advise students to put as much thought into the reserve choices as what they do
with their first 4 choices.

Final suggestions for students to consider when making their choices
•
•
•

What do I enjoy studying? What are my strengths?
What do I learn best and will the course suit me?
If I choose this subject now, will it keep more options open for later for further study, training or work?

Some things for parents/ careers to consider with students:
•
•
•
•

Some students may say they really like a subject but really they believe it is an easier option. All subjects
are demanding and they will have to work hard to gain a qualification in any subject at GCSE level.
Encourage the English Baccalaureate subjects where these are appropriate for the student.
Check students aren’t choosing because of friendship groups or teachers. Groups and teachers can not be
guaranteed due to timetabling complexities.
Use your experience to advice students on the positive that each subject could provide.

Accessing further information
Please access the college website following the links to information on Guided Subjects. Scroll to the
bottom of the page and you will be able to open links to the following resources:
https://www.brixhamcollege.co.uk/curriculum/guided-subjects/
•
•
•
•

Parent and Student Guided Subject Information booklet ( Frequently asked questions)
Guided Subject Overviews (Information on each subject)
Video Clips ( Teachers talking about the subjects)
Guided Subject Presentation for students and Parents/ Carers

Please see the Key contact at the start of this booklet for Tutor email addresses.
Head of Year: Mr Sam Squires
ssquires@brixhamcollege.co.uk

Event and Application information including deadline
Step 1

Student Engagement – Information to help form appropriate Guided Subject
Blocks

Step 2

18th January – Career Pilot “Thinking about the future’

Step 3

3rd February – Student ‘Explore and Research booklet’
24th February – Guided Year 9 Assembly

Step 4

25th February – Virtual Guided Subject Evening

Step 5

Asking questions, talking to teachers / Tutor
Possible Leadership follow up meetings

Step 6

18th March – Year 9 PPE
Please make appointments in subjects you are considering
Link to online Guided Subject Form will be emailed to parents on the 18th March

Step 7

23rd March – Deadline or Guided Subject Preference Forms

Thank you
Mrs Tracey Hale
Vice principal Quality of Education
thale@brixhamcollege.co.uk

